Road
ERRA YOUNG ATHLETES’ 5km CHAMPIONSHIPS, Sutton Park, April 9
The second running of this championship again failed to attract significant numbers, Martin Duff reports.
Following the Midland event at the same venue and the Northern Counties version, there were hopes that after the two-year break, this event would see an increase in numbers but it was not to be.
There were, however, some good performances led by the 15:31 under-17 win by Gateshead’s Josh Blevins. He battled with the Wirral pair of Ethan Brady-Jones and TJ Jones, as they stayed together for much of the race and Blevins said: “one would lead then the other and it was difficult to see who would take it on.”

After the first loop there was some headwind on the trip out to the Jamboree Stone and Blevins added: “I thought I would have to tuck in behind but I said ‘I am going to have to push it.”
The under-17 women ran with the men, but Emilia Platt was out on her own before winning in 18:01. Talking of her previous races, she said: “I’ve done all of the cross-country and was second in the Northern.” There she ran a much faster 17:16, albeit over an easier course, but added as an excuse: “I had a cold during the week.” 
With times over this Sutton Park 5km race slower than elsewhere and athletes always keen to post personal bests, it may be one reason why the event has not taken off.

Jacob Nugent, the Midland cross-country silver medallist, took the separately run under-15 boys and girls’ race, in 16:44. He said: “I took the lead downhill by the water (Keepers Pool).”

Millie Dunger, who had won the Southern version, added the girls’ title with 17:59 and said of her victory: “I felt good but the wind was bad on the way back.”
